
 

18th September 2020 

 

Dear Parents & Carers 

It’s been an exciting week of announcements for regional Victoria with the easing of restrictions and primary 

school students starting to make the transition to onsite learning from the beginning of term four.     Once 

again I’d like to extend my appreciation and gratitude for your support over the learning from home period 

and I’m very much looking forward to having staff and students return to school onsite.   

The Department of Education (DET) have supported schools to stagger the return of students over the first 

two weeks of term four.   Students in years 7 -10 will begin to return to school from the 12th October with the 

expectation that all students have returned by Friday 16th October.     

There has been high emphasis placed on student learning progression throughout this time and monitoring 

Literacy and Numeracy development.  Including the importance of providing students additional learning 

support or extension across the curriculum during term four.    As previously,   it is also expected that schools 

provide families with the opportunity to talk with classroom teachers about learning from home and their 

child’s individual learning needs.     

We are also very mindful that despite the support of school staff, family and friends our students have been 

learning in isolation, away from their peers and missing social interactions that ordinarily occur during their 

day.   The transition to onsite will also take into account mental health and wellbeing needs of students to 

support them to establish face-to-face relationships with their teachers and peers and to settle back into 

positive learning and school routines smoothly.     

For these reasons, I have sought School Council endorsement to provide staff with dedicated time on Monday 

12th October to continue to plan and prepare for all students to return to onsite on Tuesday 13th October.   

Rather than transition year levels over the course of the week, we believe it’s best for our students to return 

together.  Schools will make their own decisions regarding transitioning to suit their own contextual needs.   

Although DET are expected to provide schools with updated advice regarding visitors, volunteers, parents 

coming to school, excursions, camps, assemblies in light of easing restrictions, current expectations will remain 

until that time.   Health and safety advice is unchanged and new advice about school operations will be 

communicated to families as soon as it is received.   

Below are early Term 4 key dates to remember for Eaglehawk Secondary College:    

October: 

 Week 1   Monday  5th - 9th  All students continue Learning from Home 

 Week 2   Monday 12th    Staff Planning & Preparation Day (Student free Day) 

                 Tuesday 13th       All students in Years 7-10 return to school onsite 

 Week 3   Thursday 22nd   Parent/Carer - Teacher Interviews (Microsoft Teams) 

                Friday 23rd   AFL Grand Final Public Holiday  

 Week 4  Wednesday 28th  Bendigo Cup Public Holiday 

Further dates and information will be communicated to families regarding year 10 end of year arrangements, 

celebrations, grade 6 – year 7 Orientation Day, year 10 Step Up (BSSC), Awards celebrations and end of year 



programs for years 7, 8 & 9.    We understand these annual events will look different this year and important 

that we ensure our year 10s in particular are recognised and supported to have a great finish despite any 

restrictions still in place.   We will make every effort to ensure successful transitions for children moving from 

grade 6 to year 7 and year 10 to year 11.  

Health and Safety expectations for parents/carers and students to follow as school returns onsite:  

We understand that some parents/carers may be concerned about their child returning to school and urge you 

to contact the College if you wish to discuss.   Please consult your doctor and talk to the school if your child 

has a medical condition that may prevent them from returning and we will discuss with you what we can do 

to support.   If your child is unwell with coronavirus compatible symptoms please keep them home from school 

and seek medical advice until symptoms resolve.    Schools are heavily managed organisations and during this 

time visitors will also be limited to essential services to protect health and safety. 

We know some parents/carers maybe worried that their child may have to repeat a year due to the disruptions 

of coronavirus (COVID-19). There is little evidence to support the benefits of repeating a year to catch up. 

Instead, we will use teaching strategies that draw on the best evidence available to help students meet their 

learning needs.   

Parents and carers can be confident that the best option for almost every child is to stay with their peer group, 

whether that is moving from grade 6 into year 7 or year 10 into year 11, or students moving up any year level 

in between.  

I wish all students and families a safe and enjoyable term break. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Dani Derksen 

Principal 

Parents and Carers Students 

 Drop off and pick up in a timely manner 

 Please remain in your vehicle  

 Parents/carers should not be attending the 
school at this time 

 If parents/carers need to attend the school 
they should minimize their time onsite  

 Follow sanitizing, social distancing and face 
covering expectations  

 Come direct to general office 

 Please phone prior where possible 
 

 Wear a face covering unless due to medical 
exemption  

 Social distancing of 1.5m is no longer 
required in the classroom 

 No large assemblies or gatherings at this 
time 

 Enter the school grounds immediately upon 
arrival 

 No congregating at or near flag poles 

 Encouraged not to meet in large groups 
before or following the end of the school 
day that may contravene social distancing 
expectations in the community 

 Use sanitizer upon entry into learning 
spaces before school, following breaks  

 Tissues available if required to be disposed 
of directly after use 

 No congregating at lockers or in doorways 

 Country bus travelers apply hand sanitizer 
before boarding their bus.    


