
   COLLEGE NEWS   

Reserve Street (PO Box 146) 

Eaglehawk, Victoria 3556 

             Term 1  Week  10   31st of March    2021: Issue  3 

Phone     5446 8099        Fax 5446 1376 

email     eaglehawk.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Website    www.eaglehawksc.vic.edu.au 

Absence Line    4433 8282 

To Develop Aspirant, Resilient Learners who are Empowered Global Citizens 

“We are committed to keeping children safe from harm and have a zero tolerance of child abuse” 

Our core values: Community          Opportunities  Relationships  Expectations & Achievements 

 

  Happy Easter!!! 

 
   
Students involved in the Big and Bold Project on Friday 
 

Parent/Teacher Interviews 

26th of April  11:30—7:00 

Bookings available on          

Compass this week 

This week we              

celebrated and and 

said goodbye to  

Cheryl Wiegard after 

30 plus years of     

service. 
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E   A   G   L   E   H   A   W   K    S    C 

 DANI 

DERKSEN 

 It’s hard to believe that term 1 has come to an end and fortunately we have enjoyed a return to some normal 
school activities. 
Aside from a very brief snap lockdown, the school has largely been able to operate close to normal in line with 
easing restrictions. 
We are still in the midst of a pandemic and very aware that many of our families and young people are still feel-
ing the effects of the past 12 months.   
I wish all families and staff a safe and enjoyable Easter break and look forward to a continued settled year 
ahead Term 2. 
  
Being Lockdown Ready 
We hope that no further lockdowns occur however we cannot control this. 
We can control our readiness to support our school community in the event of future lockdowns. 
During 2020, the school implemented a condensed timetable and flexible teacher contact model to support 
learning from home. 
Feedback received by parents/carers, staff and students reflected that this structure worked very well.   
It allowed for structured learning time in classes everyday followed by independent and flexible learning and 
contact as required with teachers. 
We were able to track and monitor daily online attendance and intervene with necessary supports when re-
quired.  
I presented this structure to school council on March 26th as a model to continue with in the event we are sub-
jected to future lockdowns.  
This means that at very short notice we can move to a reliable model that is shared and understood by all mem-
bers of the school community. 
I hope that this is well received by parents/carers as a way of ensuring confidence in the school’s effort to main-
tain learning continuity and respond to the wellbeing needs of every child. 
  
  
  
  



School Council 2020/21 
  
I’d like to express my sincere gratitude to all 2020 school council members for their unwavering support of 
the school during uncertain times last year. 
We welcome some new parent and student members to council this year and farewell others. 
I’d like to acknowledge parent member Paula Anderton for her work and support as a council member for 
the past two years. 
I thank student members Emalee Anderton and Jemma Pearce for their contribution to student voice on 
council also and staff member Rebecca Martin for her support. 
I’m thrilled to welcome new parent and student members this year and to reintroduce our council mem-
bers remaining and look forward to working together throughout this year: 
School Council 2021 
Parents/carers: 
Paul Epworth –  President 
Natasha Fullerton – Vice President 
Samantha Charvat 
Megan Sparkel 
Roz Bradley 
Melinda Schultz 
Students: 
Charlie Worthington 
Samuel Graham 
Staff: 
Dani Derksen – Principal & Executive Officer 
Ian Berry 
Jennifer Sanderson 
Sharon Sharp 
  
NAPLAN 
Please find included in the newsletter information for Year 7 & 9 parents/carers regarding NAPLAN this 
year. 
This information was recently published on Compass also and the assessments will be conducted online 
between the 11th – 21st May. 
Please contact the college for any questions regarding. 
  
Parent/Teacher Interviews 
Interviews will take place onsite on Monday 26th April.   Physical distancing will be required and we en-
courage parents/carers to make an online appointment through Compass. 
More information about the interviews and where they will take place will be posted on Compass. 
  
Year 9 & 10 Camps 
As parents/carers are aware our Year 9 & 10 camps will take place within Victoria this year.  
This is advice from DET to all schools to consider and we believe it is a sensible option under the circum-
stances. 
We want to avoid any financial losses due to interstate camps not being able to proceed.  
There are some great opportunities on offer that can be seen in the newsletter and students will be able to 
submit an expression of interest early next term. 
  
Happy Easter. 
Dani Derksen 
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Calendar of Events for  

Term 2  2021 

Term 1 finishes on  Thursday 1st April at 2:30pm 

Fri. 2nd Apr         Good Friday Public Holiday 

Term 2 commences on Monday 19th April 

Week 1        19th Apr - 23rd Apr 

Fri. 23rd Apr         Interschool sports 

Week 2        26th Apr - 30th Apr 

Mon. 26th Apr      Student Free Day—Parent Teacher Interviews   
       11:30—7:00pm 

Tues. 27th Apr      Junior Sports Day 

Wed. 28th Apr      Year 7 Soccer 

Wed. 28th Apr      Music Family Night Year 7 

Fri.  30th Apr        School Cross Country 

Week 3         3rd May—7th May 

Mon. 3rd Apr         College Council 

Wed. 5th May        Grade 6 information night 

Thur. 6th May        Year 7 Boys Football 

Week 4         10th May—14th May 

Mon. 10th May       Interschool Cross Country 

Tues. 11th May      NAPLAN first day 

Week 5         17th May—21st May 

Mon. 17th May      School Athletics Day 

Fri. 21st May         NAPLAN last day 

Week 6         24th May—28th May 

Fri. 28th May         Interschool Athletics 

Week 7         31st May—4th June 

Mon. 31st May       College Council 

Week 8           7th June—11th June 

Wed. 9th June        End of Semester Music Concert 

Thur. 10th June     Student Free Day 

Week 9           14th June—18th June 

Mon. 14th June      Queen’s Birthday Holiday 

Mon-Fri                   Year 10 work experience 

Week 10         21st June—25th June 

Wed. 23rd June      Junior Girls Football 

Thur. 24th June     Year 8 Boys Football 

Term 2 finishes on Friday 25th June 

  

 

 

 

Mon-Friday 8:00-

8:30am 

Location:  

Staff room at the back  

of the general office 

Tuesday -  



 
 

Reserve Street, Eaglehawk Vic 3556 

P: (03) 5446 8099  F: (03) 5446 1376 

E: eaglehawk.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au 

W: www.eaglehawksc.vic.edu.au 

COMMUNITY 

OPPORTUNITIES  

RELATIONSHIPS 

EXPECTATIONS &  

ACHIEVEMENTS  

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) for Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 students is held in May each 

year.  NAPLAN tests assess student knowledge and skills in Writing, Reading, Conventions of Language (spelling, grammar 

and punctuation) and Numeracy. The results of the tests provide information for students, parents, teachers and principals and 

can be used to improve student achievement. 

 

NAPLAN Online delivers numerous benefits including: 

•    a ‘tailored test’ design that adapts to correct and incorrect student responses providing a more precise understanding 

of student achievement; 

•    innovative use of technology, including a more engaging test design and a wider range of item types; 

•    the extension of the ‘test window’ to two weeks, allowing schools greater opportunity to schedule the tests at times that suit 

them best and increasing student participation. 
 

All students are expected to participate in the NAPLAN Online tests. Catch up tests will be available for individual students who 

are absent on test days up to and including Friday 21 May 2021. 

 
Support can be arranged for students with disabilities, if the student regularly uses similar support for classroom assessment 

tasks. 

 
Exemptions may be granted to students with significant intellectual disabilities and to students who have been learning English 

for less than one year. If your child is eligible for support due to disability or exemption, you should discuss this with the school 

Inclusion Coordinator prior to the tests. Parental consent is required before any support due to disability or exemption is 

granted. 

 
Students may be withdrawn from NAPLAN by their parent or carer. This is a matter for consideration by parents and carers in 

consultation with the principal. If, after consultation, you decide to withdraw your child, you must sign a Student Withdrawal 

form.  These forms are available at the school. 

 
While it is anticipated that NAPLAN Online will be successfully implemented in 2021, there are a range of contingencies in place to 

deal with the unlikely occurrence of significant issues. 

 
These contingencies include extended testing windows and the printing of paper-based tests for all participating schools. 

 
Later in the year you will receive your child’s personal NAPLAN report. The report will describe your child’s particular skills in 

Reading, Writing, Conventions of Language (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and Numeracy. The report will also show how 

your child performed in relation to national minimum standards. These describe the minimum acceptable standards for students 

across Australia. 

 
I am confident that the information you receive as a result of your child’s participation in the NAPLAN tests will be 

valuable in helping you to assess your child’s progress in literacy and numeracy. 

 
For more information about NAPLAN Online, please visit the VCAA website at 

www.vcaa.vic.edu.au or the NAP website at www.nap.edu.au 
 

 
Yours sincerely 

 

 
   Principal 

 



 

 

Your child will do the NAPLAN tests online  

Federal, state and territory education ministers agreed that all schools will gradually transition from the current paper-based 
NAPLAN to NAPLAN Online in order to provide a better and more precise assessment that is more engaging for students.  

State and territory education authorities will determine when their schools move online. The current plan is for all schools to transi-
tion to NAPLAN Online by 2022.  

One of the main benefits of NAPLAN Online is tailored (or adaptive) testing, in which the test presents questions of higher or lower 
complexity depending on a student’s performance.   

Tailored (or adaptive) testing is designed to assess a wider range of student abilities and to measure student achievement more 
precisely. Your child should not be concerned if they find questions more challenging than usual; they may be taking a more com-
plex test pathway. A student’s overall NAPLAN score is based on the number and complexity of questions they answer correctly.   

Why do students do NAPLAN? 

The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) assesses literacy and numeracy skills that are essential for 
every child to progress through school and life.  

Students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 participate in the annual NAPLAN tests in reading, writing, conventions of language (spelling, gram-
mar and punctuation) and numeracy.   

The assessment provides parents and schools with an understanding of how individual students are performing at the time of the 
tests. NAPLAN is just one aspect of a school’s assessment and reporting process – it does not replace ongoing assessments made by 
teachers about student performance.   

 
NAPLAN also provides schools, education authorities and governments with information about how education programs are work-
ing and whether young Australians are achieving important educational outcomes in literacy and numeracy.  

What does NAPLAN assess?  

NAPLAN assesses literacy and numeracy skills that students are learning through their regular school  curriculum. All government 
and non-government  education authorities have contributed to the development of NAPLAN materials.   

Students are assessed on the same literacy and numeracy curriculum content, regardless of whether they complete the tests online 
or on paper. Results for both formats can be reported on the same NAPLAN assessment scale.  

To find out more about NAPLAN Online, visit nap.edu.au  

What can I do to support my child? 

On its own, NAPLAN is not a test that can be studied for and students are not expected to do so. 

You can support your child by reassuring them that NAPLAN is just one part of their school program, and by reminding them on the 
day to simply do their best.   

ACARA does not recommend excessive preparation for NAPLAN or the use of services by coaching providers.  

Ensuring students are familiar with using devices, typing on them and navigating through programs is a part of student learning and 
a requirement of the Australian Curriculum from the first year at school.   

NAPLAN Online is not a test of keyboard skills. There are variations in how fast and well a student can type – just as there are varia-
tions in how fast and well a student can write by hand. Year 3 students will complete the writing test on paper.   

Teachers will ensure students are familiar with the types of questions in the tests and will provide appropriate support and guid-
ance.   

See the types of questions and related functionalities available in the NAPLAN Online assessment at nap.edu.au/online-assessment/
public-demonstration-site 

Participation in NAPLAN  

All students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 are expected to  participate in the annual NAPLAN assessment. Students  

NAPLAN Online –   

information for parents  

and carers  

2021 

http://nap.edu.au/
http://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
http://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site


with disability may qualify for adjustments that reflect the support normally provided for classroom assessments. You should discuss the 
use of any adjustments for your child with your child’s teacher.   

A student with a disability that severely limits their capacity to participate in the assessment, or a student who has recently arrived in 
Australia and has a non-English speaking background, may be granted a formal exemption.   

Your school principal and your local test administration authority can give you more information on special provisions or the process re-
quired to gain a formal exemption.  

What if my child is absent from school on NAPLAN days? 

Where possible, schools may arrange for individual students who are absent at the time of testing to complete missed tests at another 
time during the school’s test schedule.  

NAPLAN Online timetable 

The assessment window for NAPLAN Online is nine days instead of the three days provided for the paper test. This is to give schools flexi-
bility in scheduling and accommodate schools that may have fewer devices.  

The NAPLAN Online assessment window starts on Tuesday 11 May and finishes on Friday 21 May 2021. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The online test scheduling requirements are detailed in the table below. 

How is my child’s performance reported? 

Individual student performance is shown on a national achievement scale for each assessment. A result at the national minimum stand-
ard indicates that the student has demonstrated the basic literacy and numeracy skills needed to participate fully in that year level.   

A NAPLAN individual student report will be issued by your child’s school later in the year. If you do not receive a report, you should con-
tact your child’s school.  

How are NAPLAN test results used? 

Students and parents may use individual results to discuss progress with teachers. 

Teachers use results to better identify students who would benefit from greater challenges or extra    support.  
Schools use results to identify strengths and areas to improve in teaching programs, and to set goals in literacy and numeracy.  

School systems use results to review programs and support offered to schools. 
The community can see average school NAPLAN results at myschool.edu.au 

Where can I get more information? 

For more information about NAPLAN:  contact your local test administration authority     at nap.edu.au/TAA 
visit nap.edu.au  NAPLAN, visit nap.edu.au/naplan/privacy 

 Test Scheduling requirements Duration Test description 

Writing 

Year 3 students do a paper-based writing test (on day 1 only) 

Year 5 must start on day 1 (schools must prioritise completion of writing 

across days 1 and 2 only) 

Years 7 and 9 must start on day 2 (schools must prioritise completion of 

Year 3: 40 min. 
Year 5: 42 min. 
Year 7: 42 min. 
Year 9: 42 min. 

Students are provided with a ‘writing stim-

ulus’ (sometimes called a ‘prompt’ – an 

idea or topic) and asked to write a re-

sponse in a particular genre (narrative or 

persuasive writing) 

Reading 

To ensure online schools are able to complete NAPLAN tests within 

the nine-day testing window, Years 7 and 9 students can start with 

reading on day 1; however, writing must start on day 2 as the 

writing test takes priority over any rescheduled reading tests from 

day 1 

Year 3: 45 min. 
Year 5: 50 min. 
Year 7: 65 min. 
Year 9: 65 min. 

Students read a range of informative, imagi-

native and persuasive texts and then answer 

related questions 

Conventions 

of language 

To be completed after the reading test Year 3: 45 min. 
Year 5: 45 min. 
Year 7: 45 min. 
Year 9: 45 min. 

This test assesses spelling, grammar and 

punctuation 

Numeracy 

To be completed after the conventions of language test Year 3: 45 min. 
Year 5: 50 min. 

Year 7: 65 min 

This test assesses number and algebra, 
measurement and geometry, and statistics 

and probability 

http://myschool.edu.au/
https://nap.edu.au/contacts/test-administration-authorities-contacts
http://nap.edu.au/
http://nap.edu.au/
https://nap.edu.au/naplan/privacy


 
Structure and Expectations for Learning at Home 

A guide for parents/carers in the event of future school closures due to COVID-19 lockdowns 

Microsoft Teams will be used to conduct online classes.  

Learning from Home will follow the current timetable with reduced session times between 9:00am- 12:30pm with flexible student con-

tact with teachers between 1:30 - 3:05pm. 

Teachers will mark student attendance on Compass for each timetabled session including Teacher Advisory (TA).   Parents/carers will 

receive a text message notification if your child is not in attendance online. The school should be contacted as usual if a child is un-

well and unable to be online for classes on a given day.  

Teachers will be available to students and parents/carers between 8:50am-3:50pm via Teams or Compass except when teaching online 

classes. 

Online classes will be 40 minutes long including 30-35 minutes of teacher instruction and 5-10 minutes for brain break or physical activi-

ty break. 

TA will be conducted between 9:00-9:15am and maintain focus on online attendance, relationships, wellbeing, engagement and con-

nection to learning. 

All lesson instructions, Learning Tasks and assessments will be uploaded onto Compass and visible to students and parents/carers. 

Practical subjects will include opportunities for applied and creative learning that is reasonable for a teacher to plan for and a student to 

be able to do at home – student safety and supervision is important and a risk assessments performed as part the planning for such 

activities.  

Teachers will provide regular feedback to students about their learning progression.  

Students provided opportunities for personalised, independent learning, inquiry learning and Project Based Learning.   

Each teacher will ask their students throughout the day to share what activity break they had the lesson before or did themselves     

following the lesson.  

        Condensed Timetable - reduced session times to 40 minutes 

 

 

 Monday - Friday 

Teacher Advisory (TA)  9:00 -  9:15am 

Session 1  9:20 -  10:00am 

Session 2 10:05 - 10:45am 

Morning break 10:45 –11:00am 

Session 3 11:05 - 11:45pm 

Session 4 11:50 - 12:30pm 

Lunch Break 12:30 – 1:30pm 

Flexible student/parent/carer learning support 1:30 - 3:05pm (Teachers available on Microsoft Teams) 

Student / Staff Online Learning Protocols 

Student attendance is to be marked on Compass each session 

Learning environment – students / staff need to be in a living space / study / office / 

Appropriate dress – suitable for school or workplace 

Identify where students are learning from – another location other than the home 

Non recognisable personal effects – family photos, landmarks, internal or external house features 

Be in a comfortable sitting position and take regular breaks 

Appropriate Language and respectful behaviour 

Identifying who else is with you in the space – family / carer / siblings / colleagues 

Enable privacy settings 

Use of video or audio interaction where appropriate 

Protecting privacy of personal information – see ESC Privacy Policy - website 



What students are expected to do: 

Attend every timetabled session. 
Have access to a working computer / device at home. 
Follow Online Learning Protocols as set out. 
Participate in online learning as per classes timetabled on Compass. 
If students feel they are in a life threatening situation at any time during the school day, they should call 000 

directly and request the appropriate service. 

If the matter is not life threatening, please contact your teacher or Teacher Advisor, who will alert the well-
being team to provide support. 

All students are expected to check in with their Teacher Advisors online at 9:00am each morning via Mi-
crosoft Teams video. 

We all speak and communicate with respect (verbally and in text). 

Students are not to use their school netbook computer to contact other students online. 

Be Ready to Learn and take time to gather all your required equipment to a comfortable appropriate space 

to commence your learning – not in a bedroom. 

Take regular brain breaks to undertake physical movement. 

Follow your teacher’s instructions. 

Make the effort to seek support by contacting your teacher via Microsoft Teams, Compass or email. 

Share what you are learning with your parent/carer. 
  

What parents/carers can do: 

Support your child to be Ready to Learn and to be in attendance for each timetabled session. 
Notify the school if you have ICT concerns or need wellbeing support on 5446 8099. 
Notify the school or create a Compass Attendance note if your child is unable to attend online classes. 

Set up an area in the house that is appropriate for your child to work from that is not there bedroom. 
Understand that staff will not be available or monitor online communications including parent/carer emails 

outside of their normal working hours of 8.50am – 3.50pm. 

Support your child to follow the Online Learning Protocols. 
Begin each school day with a set routine: eg  o 8am wake, shower, dressed appropriately, breakfast o 9am 

online check in with T/A’s o Follow condensed timetable as per Compass 

Assist your child to build learning resilience and reach out to teachers to assist you. 

Encourage your child to make contact with their classroom teacher for learning support. 
Close each day with a set routine: eg o 3:00pm check in and reflection on the day’s learning. o Pick out key 

concepts and have your child “teach” or “share” with you their understanding of the topic. 

o Use Compass to check in about their goals and learning tasks for the next day 

  

For further online support and information on how to support your child’s learning use the links below. 
  
Learning from home DET parent support web page: https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/learning/Pages/
home-learning.aspx 

 
Understanding Learning Difficulties, a guide for parents:  https://uldforparents.com/ and recommended apps 
https://uldforparents.com/ 

 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/learning/Pages/home-learning.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/learning/Pages/home-learning.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/learning/Pages/home-learning.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/learning/Pages/home-learning.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/learning/Pages/home-learning.aspx
https://uldforparents.com/
https://uldforparents.com/
https://uldforparents.com/
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The Big and Bold Project was a Bendigo Council idea to 

improve the look of the concrete safety barriers. 

The idea arose when the Easter Parade was cancelled 

and Raph Beh from the Council saw an opportunity for 

students to get involved and decorate them. 

With the support of Rae Boykett, students developed 

their designs and then transferred them onto the 

blocks. 

WIN news and the Bendigo Addy were in attendance, 

along with Jacinta Allen and a selection of Ministers.  

(News story available to watch on our Facebook page) 

The bollards will be used every time there is an event 

on in Bendigo, beginning with Easter and again at the 

White Night Festival later in the year.  

*photos courtesy of  Press1 Photography 
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MUSIC NEWS 
  
Year 7 woodwind and brass students attended 
their first Allegro band rehearsal last week.  
Rehearsals will be held weekly on a Wednesday. 
 
On Wednesday April 28th  from 5.00- 5.30 pm the 
Music Department will be having a Family Night 
where parents/carers are invited to attend a music 
rehearsal with their student.  
The Allegro band ( Year 7 Brass and Woodwind  
students) and String Ensemble will be involved. 
This will be a great opportunity for parents to see 
what their students are learning and to meet    
music staff and other parents. 
  
We look forward to seeing you then. 

 Recent pics of Outdoors and Recreation class completing the emergency shelter construction unit  
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Student Safety Talk 

On the 25th March, Dr. Michael Kenne-

dy spoke to the Year 9 Cohort on Road 

Safety.  

Dr Kennedy shared some confronting 

stories about people injured on public 

transport.  

Students were educated on how to 

keep themselves and others ‘safe on 

public transport’.  

Students also discussed the rules 

around public transport, particularly on 

buses and trains and why they are 

there for our own safety and the safety 

of others.  

Homework Club Rocks!! 

Homework club students would like to 

thank our AMAZING TEACHERS AND EDU-

CATION SUPPORT STAFF who have been 

coming along to support our students this 

term. 

Claire Chacko, Katelyn Williams, Deneb 

Dodson, Caitlyn Bubb, Rachel Brown, 

Shauna Kelly, Sarah Green and Sarena 

Bear have been coming along each     

Monday and Wednesday to support our 

students with their Math, English and   

other subjects. 

If you would like support with your class 

work drop in next term 3.05 to 4.15pm 

Mondays and Wednesdays. We would 

love to see you there. 
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 School Office  

 hours of opening 

 

8:15am  to  4:30pm  -

   

  Monday to Thurs-

day 

Parents—please note: 

Staff are available from  

8:30 to 4pm 

Please contact the office 

to  

make an appointment 

Robotic Mission to Mars 
Sessions running in Term 1 Holidays, 2021 

Would you like to take control of a Robotic Mission to 

Mars?  

Take on the role of an engineer or scientist in Mission Control to 
direct a real Mars Rover. 

 

Years 9-12 students become Mission Specialists and run their own Robotic Mission 
to Mars. 

Come by yourself or bring a few friends. (Sorry, Victorian government school 
students only.) 

A unique opportunity with limited spaces.  More information on the website below. 

Parents/guardians should book their interested students in here: 
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/robotic-mission-to-mars-a-school-holiday-space-
experience-tickets-145797627629  
 

This free program is supported by the Victorian Government Challenge and Enrichment 

Series.  

VSSEC is in Strathmore, Victoria. More details once you have booked. 

 



 


